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Prayer for Israel: every 4th Monday 7:30p.m. At the home of Geoff and Shirley Jensen, 13 McInnes Place, Hamilton. Ph.855 7270. 

Next meeting: 20/5/2013

Shabbat Meal. The next Shabbat meal will be on the 3rd May 2013 at

 25 Alderson Rd Hamilton

Bible Meeting: at Pam’s house 86A Enderley Ave. Tuesday 7:00 pm.
Men’s Morning Tea

Chartwell, Fridays at 10:00 am.

Men’s dinner: 6.00p.m. The next meal will be at Chartwell Food Court on Wednesday 15th May 2013 

Ladies Afternoon Tea: Mailing at 

1:00 pm 16th May 2013: followed by afternoon tea at 3:00 pm at the Hollywood Chartwell. 

Committee Members:

Dennis McLeod   854 7077- 021384452

Ken Stone

850 9252

Pam Neilson

853 9733

We require two more  

Next meeting:  6th May 2013.

Two people have stood down from the Committee so if you would like to serve on the committee please let me know. Thanks.
Prayer Chain coordinator:

Karen Ladd 846 0675
Prayer for Ken Stone. Ken is in Hospital please pray for restoration of health.
I thank you one and all for those who were able to come to celebrate with me the turning of another page in my life. I really appreciated your company for that occasion. 
From Josie Silver
I have been speaking to Teri Morey a very, very good friend of our precious friend Brookie, and she has asked that we would be continually upholding Brookie in our prayers. 
Please pray for God’s shalom to surround her and if it is her time to leave this earth, then it will be done quickly and not drawn out so she does not have to suffer.  If she is to stay on this earth then God would send His supernatural power to invade her body and raise her back up.
Thank you all so much for being available to bless Brookie with your loving prayers and intercessions at this  critical moment and time 
Much love and deep gratitude to you all.

 Prayer for Israel
· Pray that Israel might retain a calm Northern border by keeping a close eye and a strong intelligence network operating on the northern border. Hizbullah is strong on the other side of the fence. (Exodus 34:24)

Pray with faith that the IDF forces will be in control of all major routes connecting Lebanon and Syria and connecting Lebanon and Israel. (Proverbs 2:8)

Intercede for the IDF Depth Corps, which is a top-notch elite commando unit made up of some of Israel’s best soldiers. Pray that their operations will uncover hidden evil traps of the enemy. (Psalm 140:5)
Pastor’s Corner. 
The last two articles have been about the road that Yeshua took on our behalf. It is the path we are to follow if we want to be in His will, it is His footsteps that we should be following not ours but His. [Matthew 16:24]
Many people over the years and centuries have tried to cover up those footsteps so those seeking Him would wander from the truth. [Deuteronomy 28:14] There have been many Church Leaders and many newspaper Journalists who have taken up the call to disprove Yeshua’s claims. But the truth marches on through all the talk and written articles and even more so throughout the persecution. Whether it be today or in time gone by, persecution has only increased the strength of the followers of Yeshua. [Romans 5:8]

Times have not changed much over the centuries since the Lord was crucified. The Believers in Yeshua, who were known as the Followers of the Way, have found security in knowing that Yeshua has walked the path of persecution before them. [Hebrews 2:18] 
Stephen walked that path of the Lord and was martyred for his faith in what was to come. [Acts 7:54-60] Standing watching, as Stephen breathed his last breath before being taken into glory, was a young man called Saul, [Acts 8:1-3] who like so many of the time was about to start his journey of discovery, a journey we all have to take sometime in our lives. 
Saul had joined the chorus of voices crying out against this faith that said Yeshua, King of the Jews, was the way to salvation. [Acts 9:1-2] Stephen’s crime was you did not need a Pharisee to be able to find God, all you needed was a very short journey, a journey of discovery by going from your feet to your knees. [John 15:16] Saul was full of determination to remove all the followers of this Yeshua. So much so He was even willing to travel to other countries to rid the Jewish world of this man who claimed to be God. [John 8:58] 

But on the way to Damascus he had an encounter with the Lord, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” [Acts 9:3-5] To give Saul time to think about this encounter, the Lord placed scales over his eyes so He had to stop and think about the encounter he had had with the Lord.  His journey had started off as one of disbelief but now it had taken a course of discovery. Scales were placed over his eyes for three days, [Acts 9:9] scales that we have all had at one time or another. These scales had to be removed before Saul could start the work required of him.  [Acts 9:18] These are the same scales that we also struggle with on our journey of discovery. We struggle, we push, we fight to know the truth and some in the Church go all their lives never having those scales removed. Maybe because they are just happy being where they are or have fought against what the Word requires of them day by day. Many others think they have no scales but it soon becomes clear they are not even aware of them. But one thing is very clear, they do need to be removed before they can see clearly the truth of God. [2 Corinthians 2:12-16]
In those three days Saul was Born Again, he had taken the path of so many non- Believers had taken at that time. He joined the ranks of the many who had tried to disprove Yeshua only to become Born Again Believers. Believers empowered by the Power from on High, the Power that was to come and turn weak men and women into strong Men and Women of God. [Luke 24:49] The Power that has come upon strong disbelievers who, when they thought they had all the answers soon found that they knew nothing. This is the journey of discovery we all have to be prepared to take, allowing the scales to be removed from our eyes so that we can go forward in strength, His strength. 1 Corinthians 1:18]
Stefan's Comment:   To Everything [turn, turn, turn], There Is a Season [turn, turn, turn], And a Time for Every                                                  
Purpose Under Heaven ... 

Most of you will know the famous song sung by the Byrds from 1965 that is based on the verses of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8;  "To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up; A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; A time to gain, And a time to lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; A time to tear,  And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace".

Here in Israel we have just passed through a roller-coaster period of seasons, beginning with great rejoicing during Purim that started about 6 weeks ago, through Passover in which we celebrated physical deliverance from Egypt and spiritual deliverance from sin and death. Then last week the mood changed drastically as we remembered the six million Jews who were murdered by the Nazis in WW2 Europe, and finally this past week began with a memorial for the 23,085 heroes and heroines of the I.D.F who laid down their lives so that the people of Israel may live in safety, and also the 2,493 victims of terrorism.

The I.D.F Memorial Day began on Sunday at sunset with a one-minute siren that resounded throughout the land and marked the beginning of the State ceremony held at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Thousands crowded into the small plaza in front of the Wall as the Guard of Honour stood in attention and the flag was lowered to half-mast. As the television cameras panned the crowd assembled, close-ups of some of those gathered were shown throughout the ceremony. These are the grief stricken faces of those who have lost loved ones over the past 65 years of Israel’s miraculous existence, and even from before 1948. Husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, uncles and aunties - so many families that have lost someone that they love and hold dear, so much sadness and so much pain.  Then, as the sun set on Monday evening, the rejoicing came, celebrating the 65th year for the State of Israel that come about thanks to God's sovereignty and the ultimate sacrifice made by tens of thousands of men and women.

For everything there is a season, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance. It seems that these opposites are ever so clear in the reality of life in Israel, and especially during this time of the year.  As we read God's word we see that there are seasons for everything that have been ordained by God. 2000 years ago, when the Jewish people as a nation turned their back to the Messiah, and He who sent Him, a time began where God hid His face from His people. God told Moses that this would happen after his death in Deuteronomy 31:16-18. It happened once during the Babylonian exile and it happened again after Yeshua was rejected as Messiah, as He also foretold the disciples:   "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near... For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people. And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" (Luke 21:20, 23-24)

Notice that there is a very important word in the verse above and it is a key word that has been missed by many. The word is "until". The captivity of the Jewish people and the trampling of Jerusalem by the nations would only be until a certain time. God spoke through the prophet Isaiah to the Jewish people saying: "For a mere moment I have forsaken you, But with great mercies I will gather you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; But with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you, Says the Lord, your Redeemer. For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; For as I have sworn That the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, So have I sworn That I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. For the mountains shall depart And the hills be removed, But My kindness shall not depart from you, Nor shall My covenant of peace be removed, Says the Lord, who has mercy on you."   The Lord's anger would not burn forever against His people, and although He said that He would punish His people for their deeds, He promised never to make a complete end of the seed of Jacob, something He that was not promised to any other nation on the earth.

I believe that 65 years ago, on May 14th, 1948, the tides changed and the times of Gentiles began to come to an end. You may argue that the times of the Gentiles have already ended or that they have not yet, and I am not going to make a point on either, but I do know that the times are changing even as you read these lines, for the time to favour Zion has come. Notice these wonderful words from Psalm 102: "But You, O Lord, shall endure forever, And the remembrance of Your name to all generations. You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set time, has come. For Your servants take pleasure in her stones, And show favor to her dust. So the nations shall fear the name of the Lord, And all the kings of the earth Your glory. For the Lord shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His glory. He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, And shall not despise their prayer."   The time to build up Zion has come, and all one needs to do is look at this miracle of a nation and the astonishing achievements that little Israel has accomplished, not only for its own benefit but for the entire world, to see that this is not something of man’s doing, but it is ordained and orchestrated entirely by the Holy One of Israel, blessed me His mighty name!

I wish Israel the best birthday gift that it could receive, the full knowledge of Messiah Yeshua, through whom comes the salvation, comfort and joy that this nation so desperately needs. May we see it happen speedily in our day, and, no matter what may come in the future, rest assured that our times and the times of His people Israel are in His hands. "But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord; I say, You are my God. My times are in Your hand;" (Psalm 31:14-15). 

Shabbat Shalom .... David & Josie
  

Task  4/5/13

Speaker:  Dennis McLeod
Communion: Dennis McLeod
Service Presenter: Pam Neilson
OHP: Margi Tawhai
Music: David Gilling
Morning Tea: 

Ruth Hart

Karen Ladd
Greeting: Leslie Dawson
Audio Control: Geoff Jensen

Please remember to pray for Jamie, she is now at home but the Lord can still heal her. Also prayers are still needed for Abby and Marley, Elijah and Sean who is having a rough time at the moment.
     Saturday Christian Fellowship 


Shabbat News      27/4/13


Friendship Lounge at the Central Baptist Church


      Charlemont St. Hamilton; every Saturday at 10:00 am.


                  http://saturdaychristianfellowship.weebly.com








Is that you Lord 
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